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ivns four decigrammes, equivalent to about six grains, and this gave complete 
relief, substituting a sense of comfort for the pain before experienced. 

Toxio Symptoms from tiie Use of Cocaine. 

The use of cocaino is not without ill results, and there is increasing evi¬ 
dence that unpleasant accidents sometimes occur. The writer has observed 
headache, vertigo, and faintness, after the local use of oven small doses. 

In a recent issuo of the Lancet (Nov. 7, 1885) there is an editorial note 
calling attention to toxic symptoms observed by Knapp, Mayerhausen, of 
Freiburg, Reich, Bellyarminofl*, of fit. Petersburg, and others. In tho case 
narrated by Mayerhausen, an abstract of which wo find in tho October issuo 
of Ccnlralblalt fi'tr die gemmmle Therapie, p. 457, less than ono per cent.—so 
diluted was the solution by n copious secretion of tears—caused, when 
instilled into tho conjunctiva, headache, nausea, constriction of tho throat, 
weakness of tho tonguo, impaired speech, and other severe symptoms, lasting 
twenty-four hours. 

Dr. Spear, Medical Inspector U. S. Navy (The Medical Record , Nov. 16, 
1885), reports a case of cocaino poisoning, in which tho symptoms simulated 
opium narcosis. There were the characteristic coma and insensibility, con¬ 
tracted pupils, feeble pulse, cyanosis, and cold perspiration. Tho amount 
taken was ten grains, but tho patient had swallowed an unknown quantity of 
whiskey. Injections of atropine, strong coffee, flagellation, and walking, 
were tho measures resorted to under tho impression that tho condition was 
due to opium. 


Hypnotics. 

In a scries of lectures entitled “ Conferences do Th6rapcutiqucs,” Dujar- 
din-Beaumetz has taken up various therapeutical subjects. In a rccont 
lecture, which appears in tho Bulletin Qinhale de Thhapeutique , for Oct. 30, 
1885, ho discourses on tho “ now hypnotics.” Wo transcribe some of his 
observations. 

Chloral nppears to act on tho heart, and, as has boon affirmed by Gubler, it 
is a heart poison in largo doses. In all febrile diseases of a congestivo form, 
chloral is far superior to opium for tho production of sleep; os in typhoid, 
pneumonia, and alcoholic delirium. On tho contrary, this remedy is contra¬ 
indicated in cardiac affections, especially in troubles of tho aortic orifice; 
hero opium is much better. Chloral is a most useful remedy in certain forms 
of intoxication, especially in poisoning by strychnine, in delirium tremens, 
and urremic convulsions, but in theso it is still inferior to paraldehyde. 

Tho Bleep caused by paraldehyde is analogous to that produced by chloral. 
It is usually calm, but in some instances tho sleep is preceded by excitement. 
Tho assertion of Quinquad and H&iocquo that it acts on the hromoglobin, 
producing mctheinoglobin, has been disproved by Ilayem, who has shown 
that it docs not affect tho coloring matter of tho blood. It is eliminated 
almost entirely by tho lungs, but when large doses are given some, portion 
escapes in tho sweat. 

Ono of tho most interesting facts regarding tho action of paraldehyde, is its 
antagonism to strychnine, which was first demonstrated by tho Italian physi- 
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ciana, and since confirmed by Coudray. Dr. Dujardin-Bcaumetz relates some 
experiments of his own proving this antagonism. Ether, chloral, chloroform, 
have similar powers in this respect. They all act, ns does paraldehydo, on 
the coIIb of tho nervous matter. Wo know thnt strychnino, also, stimulates 
the cells of tho cerebro spinal axis. It consequently happens that when the 
nerve elements aro acted on by ono agent, thoy will not receive an impression 
from another, and thus in a strictly physiological and scientific manner can 
be explained tho antagonisms of these several remedies and strychnine. 

Compared with chloral, paraldehydo has tlieso advantages: 

It is less irritant, and better supported by the stomach. It is not a heart 
poison. It is a more efficient antidote to strychnine. But it has less analgesic 
action, and less power to reliovo pain than chloral, and hence when insomnia 
is caused by pain tho latter is preferable, and morphino is still more efficient. 
In nervous insomnia, in that duo to tho abuse of alcoholic drinks, paraldehydo 
is much superior to chloral. Especially is paraldehydo most usoful in tiie 
different forma of mental disorder, as Drs. IC6raval and Ncrkam have shown 
by numerous trials. Thoy have also shown that it is u valuable hypnotic in 
certain cases of insomnia with the excitement occurring in tho course of somo 
cerebral affections, in the convulsive neuroses, and especially in epileptic crises, 
and in tho multiform manifestations of hysteria. Dr. Dujardin-Beauinctz 
has also treated many cases of morphioinania by paraldehydo, giving three 
or four grammes a day (forty-five to sixty minims). It docs not appear to 
loso its effects by repetition, since thesamo results havo been obtained through 
months of treatment. 

Mr. G. F. Hodgson, an English surgeon, has had experiences with parable* 
hydo which supplement the observations of Dujardin-Bcaumetz {The Jlriliih 
Medical Journal, July, 1885). His report is based on tho experience gained 
from tho uso of nbout two quarts of tho agent in a variety of cases. Mr. 
Hodgson finds it to be a hypnotic of great value, in that it produces sleep liko 
tho natural state, promptly, and without any unpleasant after-effects. IIo 
regards it as tho moat appropriate hypnotic in tho insomnia of gout, in mania, 
hypochondriasis, delirium tremens, migraine, and in the wakefulness of ordi¬ 
nary diseases. His prescription is as follows: 


U.—Paraldehyde.3j* 

Spiriti cliloroformi.. 

Pulv, tragaennth. comp.9j* 

Syrp. aurantii.3*v. 

Aquam.ad.^iij.—-M. 


This doso is sufficient in tho milder cases, but must bo repeated in tho 
more severe. 


Menthol as a Substitute for Cocaine. 

Tho Japanncso for two hundred years havo used menthol os a local ames- 
thctic. They obtained it from tho essence of mint, by refrigeration, menthol 
crystallizing out'. Michigan mint, it is said, furnishes a notable quantity of 
menthol, and to this it is proposed to give tho name of pipmenthol. 

Recently Dr. Rosenuero, of Berlin, has sought to substitute menthol for 
cocaine. Having observed that a solution of cocaine, applied to tho tongue, 





